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FIELD OF INVENTION 

This invention relates generally to console bins of a motor vehicle. More 
specifically, this invention relates to lighting the interior of console bins without lighting 
5 the whole interior of the motor vehicle. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 
Providing storage by way of console bins in motor vehicles has become very 
popular in motor vehicles. These console bins allow drivers and/or passengers to store 
any number of things in them, from garage door openers to sunglasses, in a convenient 
10 location so that articles do not get lost or misplaced. Current console bins do not allow 
illumination of the inside of the console bin so that drivers and/or passengers to see what 
is in bin. This invention allows for the total illumination of the inside storage 
compartments within the console bins. The closest known technology to this invention is 
the technology involved in a vanity pack in visors for motor vehicles. 
15 SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

This console bin comprises a storage bin, a plunger switch, and at least one 
lighting source. Briefly, when the storage bin of the console bin is opened, the plunger 
switch is activated and illuminates at least one lighting source within the storage 
compartment. When the console bin storage bin is closed the plunger switch is 
20 deactivated and the at least one lighting source is turned off. 

Accordingly, this invention provides for illumination of the console bin when the 
storage bin is opened allowing the interior contents of the storage bin to be highlighted 
without illuminating the entire interior of the motor vehicle. As a result, the console bin 
not only provides adequate storage for one's personal belongings, but it also highlights 



the interior of the storage bin so that drivers and/or passengers can easily see what is 
inside the console once the storage bin is opened without having the entire interior of the 
motor vehicle illuminated. 

This invention will allow users to see instantly what is inside their storage bins 
5 whether it is light or dark outside. The light inside this console bin takes the frustration 
out of searching through the storage bin for something in complete darkness. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 
FIG. 1 depicts the console bin in its closed position while still showing all 
relevant parts. 

10 FIG. 2 depicts a console bin in its opened position with the at least one light 

source illuminating the interior contents. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENT 
This invention pertains to a console bin 8, which can be mounted in any location 
within a motor vehicle. In one embodiment, this console bin 8 will be mounted to the 
15 ceiling of the motor vehicle. This console bin 8 can be located in an overhead position 
that is convenient for either the driver and/or passengers. This console bin 8 can be 
located near the front portion of the motor vehicle so that the driver and front seat 
passengers can have access to it. Alternatively, the console bin 8 can be just as easily 
located in a position convenient for accessing by back seat passengers. Positioning of the 
20 console bin 8 depends on consumer desires, whether it be in an overhead position or in a 
side or floor position. 

FIG. 1 depicts a console bin 8 with a separate backplate 10. However, it is 
possible to have a console bin 8 without a separate backplate 10; they simply have a bin 



back that is molded in (not pictured). The console bin 8 can be mounted by the backplate 
10 or molded in bin back to roof bows (not pictured), the headliner (not pictured), roof 
brackets (not pictured), side panels (not pictured), etc. Again, mounting positions depend 
on consumer desires or demand. FIG. 1 depicts the backplate 10 of console bin 8 with 
5 the plunger switch 12 and the back end of the at least one lighting source 14. The at least 
one lighting source 14 is connected to the plunger switch 12. 

In its preferred embodiment, the storage bin 16 is pivotally attached to the 
backplate 10. One's personal belongings can be stored in the storage bin 16. 
Illumination of the storage bin 16 depends on the movement of the storage bin 16 about 

10 its pivotal axis with the backplate 10. When the storage bin 16 is opened, the plunger 
switch 12 is activated and the at least one lighting source 14 illuminates the storage bin 
16. As seen in FIG. 2, the at least one lighting source 14 shines down from the backplate 
10 into the now opened storage bin 16. When the storage bin 16 is opened, only the 
interior contents on that storage bin 16 will be highlighted. Therefore, users can highlight 

1 5 the contents of the storage bin 1 6 without illuminating the whole interior of the car. As 
the storage bin 16 closes, the plunger switch 12 turns off the at least one lighting source 
14. While the storage bin 16 is closed, the at least one lighting source 14 will remain off. 

The above presents a description of the best mode contemplated for carrying out 
this invention. The claims should not be read as limited to the described order or 

20 elements unless stated to that effect. Therefore, all embodiments that come with the 
scope and spirit of the following claims and equivalents thereto are claimed as the 
invention. 



